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Murray Ross Henderson, Director 1949-1954

Mr. Henderson was born at Banchory, Aberdeenshire, in 1899 and died at

Aberdeen in October 1982, a few days after his 83rd birthday. Immediately after

World-War I he studied botany at the University of Aberdeen, where W.G. Craib

was Professor. Craib had then already made considerable progress in his studies of

the flora of Thailand, and thus Henderson became interested in the botany of

tropical Asia. This led in 1921 to his appointment as botanist in the Museums
Department of the Federated Malay States. He was at first stationed at Taiping,

within the area whence a large part of the collections which formed the basis of

King & Gamble's Materials for a Flora of the Malay Peninsula had been made, so

that he had a good guide to local plants. He later transferred to the Museum at

Kuala Lumpur and collected in that area, visiting Fraser's Hill in 1923. In 1924 he

was appointed Curator of the Herbarium in the Botanic Gardens, Singapore, a post

which he retained until he was appointed Director in 1949.

In subsequent years Mr. Henderson organized many of the collecting expeditions

in the Peninsula which were undertaken each year from the Gardens, adding

greatly to knowledge of the flora of what was then known as British Malaya; details

of his travels are recorded by Mrs van Steenis in her Cyclopaedia of Collectors in

the first volume of Flora Malesiana (1950) p. 225. He developed a special interest in

plants of the limestone and made collections on most of the limestone hills in

Selangor, Pahang, Kelantan, Perak and Kedah, including the Langkawi Islands. In

1939 he collated the information so obtained in an important paper published in the

Journal of the Malayan Branch, Royal Asiatic Society (vol. 17: 13-87, with plates

3-12). His other major original publication was his monograph of the genus Euge-

nia (sensu lato) in Malaya (Gard. Bull. Singapore 12: 1-293; 1949). In this he

showed clearly that a subdivision of Eugenia cannot be based on characters of seeds

and seedlings, as proposed by some authors, and specified aspects of floral mor-

phology which he believed could be the basis of a subdivision, though he preferred

to retain a broad concept of the genus.

Henderson's main work throughout was the identifying of specimens, collected

by himself and others, which were added to the Herbarium, duplicates of many
being distributed (on an exchange basis) to other herbaria, thus enriching the

Singapore Herbarium in two ways and adding to the permanent records available

for specialists to study. He corresponded frequently with botanists at Bogor and

elsewhere, and arranged for loan of specimens to them, thereby helping to corre-

late knowledge across political boundaries.

He left Singapore towards the end of 1941, returning in December 1945 to help in

the post-war rehabilitation of the Gardens. During part of his absence he lived in

South Africa and studied some plants of that country, especially Cycads, based on

the National Botanic Garden at Kirstenbosch.
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Photograph taken in 1955.

After World-War II he performed a useful service to Malaya by compiling his

fully illustrated popular works on Malayan Wild Flowers, which have done so much
to promote an understanding of local plants. His account of the Dicotyledons

appeared in three issues of the Malayan Nature Journal in 1949-1951; these were

reprinted in one volume by the Malayan Nature Society in 1959 and again in 1974.

The Monocotyledons form the subject of a separate volume published by the

Malayan Nature Society in 1954 and was reprinted in 1974.
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